
Community Responses 

By Cipri Martinez



Overview

•NAPWHA

•Social Determinants Of Health 

•Community Responses Explored

•Community Responses In Australia

•What happens next  



National Association of People with HIV Australia
 is the Australian national HIV peer-based organisation

Our vision
A world where people with HIV live 
their lives to their full potential, in 
good health and free from 
discrimination.

Our mission
To provide national advocacy, 
leadership and representation across 
the diverse needs of all people living 
with HIV in Australia

Our principles
The embracement of the values of compassion, integrity and respect in all activities 
to build consensus, partnerships and coalitions.
The promotion of the meaningful involvement, visibility and centrality of people 
living with HIV and utilising the diverse experiences of all people living with HIV to 
advocate for them in order to reduce the impact of the disease.
The strengthening of the national response to the HIV epidemic by ensuring the 
meaningful involvement of all people living with HIV and to play an active role in 
realising a partnership approach in all aspects of our response.
A commitment to the principles of the Ottawa Charter, the Meaningful Involvement 
of PLHIV (MIPA) and its own Declaration of Rights for People Living with HIV/AIDS.
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Evans, RG & Stoddart, GL 1994, 'Producing Health, Consuming Health Care', in RG Evans, ML Barer & TR 
Marmor. de Gruyter (eds.), Why are some people healthy and others not?, New York, pp. 27-64. 



Social Determinants Of Health



Are Determinants Of Health Equal



A Country Perspective



Community Involvement- Denver Principles – 1983 
 When PLWHIV Demanded a place at the table 



AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power -1987



What Is GIPA? – Greater Involvement of People Living 
With HIV/AIDS

GIPA is not a project or programme. It is a principle that aims to realize the 
rights and responsibilities of people living with HIV, including their right to 
self-determination and participation in decision-making processes that 
affect their lives. 

In these efforts, GIPA also aims to enhance the quality and effectiveness of 
the AIDS response.

The idea that personal experiences should shape the AIDS response was 
first voiced by people living with HIV in Denver in 1983.5 

The GIPA Principle was formalized at the 1994 Paris AIDS Summit when 42 
countries agreed to “support a greater involvement of people living with
HIV at all…levels…and to…stimulate the creation of supportive
political, legal and social environments”6.



GIPA Is About “Meaningful Involvement” 
Not Tokenistic Participation 



The W3 Framework – What Works & Why



The W3 Framework – What Works & Why



Are We Working Together? 

We will 
look after 

you

Nothing 
about us 

without us

I know 
what’s best 

for me



Greater Involvement of People Living With HIV/AIDS



What Story Are We Telling Ourselves?

I now have HIV , I will survive 
and grow through this 
experience, I can still 
flourish.....

I am HIV Positive, what a 
stuff up, there’s no coming 
back from this, life will now 
be a constant struggle, I am 
alone with this, the future can 
only get worse......



How Do We Optimise Collaboration ?



Community Response & Structural Inequality 



Program Approaches With Community





A View Of The Problem 





Queensland Positive People - Rapid Testing  

•No Appointments
•No Judgements
•No Notes

RAPID is a new trial site using trained 
community members who understand the 
diverse communities of men who have sex 
with men. RAPID staff are not doctors or 
nurses, and do not keep clinical files that 
document sexual behaviour or injecting 
practices.

It offers rapid HIV and syphilis testing 
without the full Q&A.

You will still have an opportunity to ask 
questions and explore risk reduction 
strategies with a RAPID staff member who 
will respect your situation, and has a lot of 
knowledge about HIV and sexual health.



Queensland Positive People - Rapid Testing 



Queensland Positive People - Peer Navigators 

‘Community navigators’: making a difference by promoting health in 
culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities in Logan, 
Queensland
Saras Henderson A C and Elizabeth Kendall
Australian Journal of Primary Health 17(4) 347-354 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/PY11053
Submitted: 3 May 2011  Accepted: 11 August 2011  Published: 
15 November 2011

•Awareness has been raised that certain CALD communities in Australia 
experience limited access to health care and services, resulting in poor health 
outcomes. 

•To address this issue, the Community Navigator Model was developed and 
implemented in four CALD communities in Logan, Queensland, through a 
partnership between government and non-government organisations.

•The model draws on local natural leaders selected by community members who 
then act as a conduit between the community and health service providers. The 
navigators were trained and employed at one of two local non-government 
organisations

•The navigators’ role included assessing client needs, facilitating health 
promotion, supporting community members to access health services, supporting 
general practitioners (GPs) to use interpreters and making referrals to health 
services.



Common Themes  - Peer Navigators 

(1) commitment to an altruistic attitude of servility allowing limitless 
community access to their services; 

(2) becoming knowledge brokers, with a focus on the social 
determinants of health; and 

(3) ‘walking the walk’ to build capacity and achieving health 
outcomes for the community. 

community navigators have the potential to make a difference 
to health equity in our communities, thus contributing to 
ending the HIV epidemic. 



• Brochure, tear-
off pad, eBanner 
adverts, shout-
outs, news items 

• Pharmacists 
resource Booklet 
– ASHM / PSA

Community Dispensing
 HIV Medication 
Resources Information





The Problem With  19A

Section 19A of the Crimes Act1958 (Vic)establishes the criminal offence of 
‘intentionally causing a very serious disease’–with ‘very serious disease’ 

defined exclusively to mean HIV infection. 
This is the only HIV---specific criminal offence in force in any Australian 

jurisdiction.



What’s The Problem ?



Living Positive Victoria - Repeal 19A



Result



PLDI is a unique community service partnership that aims to 
build the resilience and leadership capacities of people living 
with HIV (PLHIV) in Australia and New Zealand and was borne 
as a community response to HIV stigma identified in the 
NAPWHA Stigma Audit (2012).

The 3-day residential workshop aims to enhance emotional 
intelligence, psychological resilience, and leadership skills. All 
planning, delivery and evaluation of the courses are led by PLHIV.

Supporting an emerging generation of 
PLHIV leaders is vital to continuing the 
partnership approach to HIV in 
Australia and beyond

We understand the profoundly 
negative effect that HIV stigma has 
upon the response to HIV
we need to support strong and 
confident leaders to challenge stigma 
and exemplify resilience.



With over 70 graduates from across
Australasia and a leadership team
of 8 facilitators.

From this alumni, PLDI is now offered 
across the country with a waiting list 
of over 100 PLHIV. 

Over 25 businesses and organisations 
in every state/territory in Australia 
have committed over $100,000 per 
annum in sponsorship to this 
remarkable effort.

At the World AIDS 
Conference in 2014, PLDI 
graduates took part in 
the planning and 
organisation of the 
conference.

Leadership workshops such as 
PLDI are crucial in reinvigorating 
involvement in the sector and 
community more broadly

The synergy created in this workshop enables 
emerging and long term leaders to work 
collaboratively. The power and passion then 
enhances the performance of the HIV sector, 
addressing a concern of the decline of meaningful 
involvement in and commitment to, the sector of 
PLHIV.



How Will NZ End HIV First ?



Thank You Collaborators

    



Community Conversations ?




